
COLDIGIOCO:  TH E EN ER GY  OF M EM OR Y

   A long time ago,  when the s chool was  by now clos ed down,  and the village half-abandoned,  by chance Ales s andro 
M ontanari happened to be back at that place,  while he was  s earching for  s omewhere to s et up a s tore where he could 
keep tools  needed for  the expedition.
"B ut,  I’ve been here before",  he s aid once at the s ite.  And not only was  the place a familiar  one.  There was  als o an old 
fr iend,  a former s choolmate.  "W hat are you doing here? ".  "I could as k you the s ame thing" was  the reply.
It was  then that it came back to him that,  as  a s mall boy,  when he went to Primary s chool in Ancona,  the s chool found  
its elf being involved with a working group carrying out educational and didactic experiments .  This  is  how he found hims elf 
among a bunch of city children who were compared with “country” children,  rather,  who came from an "imaginary" town,  
"imaginary not jus t becaus e of the name,  Coldigioco (T. N.  – in Englis h it could be trans lated as  “Hill of Games ”),  which 
had all the elements  of poetic invention,  while it was  and s till is  the proper name for  a village in the Le M arche region"1 .  
B ut als o as  regards  what the news paper s tories  s aid,  they told of "the works  and s chool days  that were lived with the 
s pir it and practicality of the folk teaching methods  of Celes tin Freinet:  nothing “s upernatural”,  no “pedagogical poem”,  
but compared to how it was ,  in general and on average,  s chooling in Italy s eemed like idylls ,  fairy tales "2 .
Once the pas t had returned with all clar ity,  one s ingle thought remained nailed in Ales s andro M ontanari’s  head:  and 
the old s chool became his  home.
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 IB ID.

Ales s andr o M ontanar i,  bor n at Ancona,  gr aduated in Geology 

in 1 9 7 9  at the Univer s ity of Ur bino and he then moved to the 

US A,  wher e in 1 9 8 6 ,  he achieved his  P h. D.  at The Univer s ity 

of Califor nia (B er keley).  He r etur ned to Italy in 1 9 9 2  with his  fa-

mily and s ettled near  Apir o (M C).  Her e,  together  with his  Ame-

r ican ar tis t wife,  P aula M etallo,  his  mentor  W alter  Alvar ez and 

his  wife M illy (B er keley) and his  colleague David B ice (Car lton 

College) founded the Geological Obs er vator y of Coldigioco,  a pr i-

vate s c ientific-cultur al centr e vis ited mos tly by young r es ear-

cher s  and s tudents  coming fr om var ious  Eur opean and Amer i-

can univer s ities ,  as  well as ,  ins titutes .

Having r etur ned fr om Amer ica,  he had felt the 
need to cons tr uct the futur e building upon r ock,  
onto s omething s olid,  pr otected by the var nis h of 
memor y.  B ut Ales s a ndr o M onta na r i’s  wis dom 
knew how to and how he could under s tand the va-
lue of the whole exper ience,  in all its  many manife-
s tations .  And his  home became the outpos t of a 
village of s c ience,  wher e his  teacher ,  his  s chool-
mates ,  his  fr iends ,  his  s tudents ,  in one way or  
another  would have followed him.
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